
6. Key principles for environmentally sound pesticide use 
 
Understanding and complying with the laws that govern 
pesticides is an important first step towards achieving 
environmentally safe use. In addition to complying with the law, 
the EPA also believes that there are a number of important 
principles that will lead to environmentally sound pesticide use. 
You should keep these principles in mind whenever you use 
pesticides—following them will reduce the risk of environmental 
harm.  
 
6.1 Follow the label instructions 
 
The APVMA sets out label instructions to ensure that pesticides 
are used effectively and do not have a negative impact upon the 
environment, health, safety and trade. Therefore, make sure you 
understand and follow the label instructions on pesticides. This 
will tend to reduce the chances of environmental and other harm 
arising from your pesticide use.  
 
6.2 Always consider the circumstances when applying pesticides 
 
It should be recognised that while following label instructions is a 
fundamental part of responsible pesticide use, it will not 
necessarily eliminate all risk of environmental harm. It is also 
possible to breach other laws even if you comply with label 
instructions. This is because label instructions do not cover the 
full range of circumstances under which pesticide use will occur. 
Always consider the circumstances when dealing with pesticides.  
 
6.3 Only apply pesticides to the target area 
 
You have a fundamental responsibility to ensure that the 
pesticides you use do not move beyond your targeted application 
area. By using pesticides in a manner that achieves this principle 
you will be taking a significant step towards eliminating potential 
impacts on other people and the environment. 
 
6.4 Consider the potential of contamination of your own land 
 
Contamination is defined as the addition of any chemical 



substance (or waste) to land or water that increases the 
concentration of the substance above background levels and 
represents, or potentially represents, an adverse impact to 
human health or the environment. 
 
Pesticides may be applied to land for agricultural use and a range 
of other legitimate purposes. However, you should consider the 
potential for contamination of your land, not only for the current 
use of the land but also for potential future uses. The 
consequences of contamination for alternative uses, such as 
different crops, residential development, child-care centres or 
schools, may be substantial. 
 
Contamination of your own land may occur both within and 
outside your target area. Remediation of contaminated land can 
be difficult and costly. This may reduce the value of your 
property and may present difficulties if you choose to sell it. 
 
6.5 Communication 
 
Pesticide users have a responsibility to use pesticides in a 
manner that does not unreasonably interfere with the quality of 
life, health or property of other people. Effective communication 
is a good way to minimise conflict between pesticide users and 
neighbours; however, it is often overlooked. Neighbours may feel 
that pesticide application causes noise, odour, property damage 
and health problems. While these perceptions may not always be 
justified, communication can help to clarify what real risks and 
inconvenience arise from your pesticide application. Many 
neighbours will be more understanding if you provide information 
on the type of application, and its timing and purpose. 
 
In some cases it may not be feasible to contact all neighbours 
but if possible this contact may well prevent problems, and 
prevention is far better than having to deal with complaints and 
poor relations that in the worst case could lead to legal action. 
 


