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Topic 5 Summary of pesticide regulation in South Australia 
mecfs 
 
 
 
The ME/CFS Society would wish to highlight that the provisions of 
enforcement concerning possible damage to the environment by pesticides 
need to emphasise that damage to the environment is not only an offence 
per se, but has an impact on those living within that environment, 
particularly humans. To us, this paper needs to go further, and stress that 
we are a society, a community of people living together, whose actions affect 
each other. A number of our members, who are the victims of a multi-
systemic dysfunction, suffer from multiple chemical sensitivity. MCS sufferers 
have been likened to the canaries which miners used to keep in mines to 
alert them to the danger of leaking gases. They are the early warning system 
of chemical toxicities in the environment, particularly in the air. We believe 
that not enough is known, or done, about chemical sensitivities as a 
disability, and that as a result many people are suffering far more than they 
need to. 
 
In dealing with multiple chemical sensitivity the government will improve the 
environmental sustainability of this State. The plight of MCS sufferers 
underlines that as a society we are pouring a huge and unnecessary quantum 
of toxins into our air, land and water. Some of our citizens are falling over. 
They alert us to the overuse of chemicals in our State and it makes sense in 
‘green’ terms to reduce the usage of those chemicals. Government itself as a 
massive enterprise can show the way with policies and procedures which 
steadily reduce the overuse of chemicals within all its agencies. Government 
can also maker a difference by becoming more aware, and making the 
community more aware, of the damage to others caused by misuse and 
overuse of chemicals. 
 
 
6. Key principles for environmentally sound pesticide use 
 
 
mecfs 
 
 
 
 This is an area of critical concern for sufferers of multiple chemical 
sensitivity (MCS). Tackling chemical sensitivity is a unique kind of campaigh. 
Of course it is multifaceted and there will be costs –at times considerable- 
involved fro instance in finding ‘greener’ and non-toxic materials for 
pesticides. But it calls more for sustained human effort to change common 
behaviours than large expenditures to change the built environment. It calls 
for imagination and persistence in government and its agencies but it does 
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not necessarily carry with it massive costs to the public purse. We believe 
that the impact on humans of misuse and overuse of pesticides has been 
demonstrated already in very dramatic ways with the impact of Agent 
Orange on Vietnamese and foreign combatants and civilians, and more 
recently in the impact of Gulf War Syndrome on those involved in the first 
Gulf War campaign, However, these are only the more dramatic signs of a 
much wider human environmental problem. Communication between 
neighbours as discussed here is important, but one can only communicate 
what one knows, and many users of pesticides are unknowingly damaging 
their “neighbours” by what they do not know about human reaction to 
pesticides in those with MCS. 
 
2nd response 
 
mecfs  
 
 The CFS society, on behalf of MCS sufferers in SA, has committed itself to 
making the environment safer for all humans, by making it less chemically 
toxic. We believe that government should lead in this campaign, which will 
need significant public (re)education, and the changing of community 
attitudes. Government has had great success in this in the past, in relation to 
disabilities of a more obvious physical nature (eg hearing, sight, mobility). 
We have made great strides in the response of our community to people with 
a number of disabilities. Chemical sensitivity is a less obvious disability, but 
no less impactful. The ME/CFS Society presented a parliamentary submission 
addressing this issue recently. A key part of our submission addressed the 
issue of importance of government leadership in dealing with pesticides. This 
is a quote from our paper, a copy of which may be gained by contacting the 
secretary via this log-on.  
 
 "Chemical usage practices by State government departments and local 
government.  
Current chemical usage practices 
 
• Local councils and pest control boards use pesticides in public parks, 
streets and other spaces. to control weeds and other pests. 
• Government agencies purchase and use a wide range of toxic chemical 
products in public buildings and services, eg public transport, such as 
building and renovating materials, cleaning and sanitary products, pesticides, 
solvents, and petrochemical- based products. 
• PIRSA routinely uses pesticides (eg organic phosphates) in insect control. 
 
Changes that could be made to reduce chemical exposure: 
 
Pesticides/herbicides  
1. Impose a moratorium on the use of herbicides by local councils and other 
government agencies in residential areas, public parks, streets, country 
roadsides and elsewhere. 
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2. Government departments should reduce their use of herbicides in their 
efforts to control declared weed pests. State government should develop 
medium- to long-term strategies to phase out reliance on herbicides. 
 
 
3. The State Government needs to develop pesticide elimination/reduction 
programs for the control of insect pests such as termites in government 
buildings. 
 
4. The State Government should develop mandatory integrated pest 
management programs across all government services to eliminate the 
unconsidered and excessive use of pesticides. 
 
5. The State Government should establish pesticide legislation which should 
include as key elements: 
* setting up a control board or departmental structure to drive the reform of 
pesticide use in SA 
* establishing a public register of people wishing to be notified of pesticide 
applications within a prescribed area 
* requiring prior public notification when any agency or enterprise intends to 
use pesticides and in situ signage providing 48 hours’ warning of the 
intention to use pesticides in public areas, ( the signage to remain in situ for 
at least one week in areas where pesticides have been used)  
 * requiring ordinary citizens to secure a licence, possibly from their local 
council’s Environmental Officer, before applying any shop -bought pesticides 
on their private property  
* requiring persons intending to use pesticides on a property to notify their 
neighbours beforehand 
* requiring councils and commercial pesticide companies to maintain records 
of their activities, when areas were treated, with what, by whom and under 
what conditions.  
* giving priority to integrated pest management programs and pesticide 
reduction strategies in commercial agricultural production.  
 
6. The State Government should develop a statewide pesticide reduction 
program aimed at involving all South Australians. Key elements could 
include: 
• local councils setting up volunteer community street maintenance 
programs, similar to successful graffiti removal programs, that avoid the use 
of herbicides 
• State and local governments conducting a statewide public education 
campaign on the real risks of using household, garden, lawn, and other 
commercial pesticides. 
• developing strong educational programs on the use of protective equipment 
for workers. " 
 
[ from Parliamentary submission by President of ME/CFS Society of SA (Dr 
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Peter Cahalan], December 2004] 
 


