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Hon Tony Abbott, MP 
Minister for Health 
Parliament House 
CANBERRA  ACT  2600 
 
Dear Minister 
 

Re Office of Chemical Safety Review of Multiple Chemical Sensitivity (MCS) 
 
Early this year the Office of Chemical Safety (OCS) commissioned a review of MCS and interviews have taken place with 
eighteen clinicians; three MCS support groups and four MCS sufferers. I am outraged that there has been no consultation with 
the community as MCS is a very complex problem that doctors are not trained to diagnose or treat. The lack of consultation with 
MCS sufferers is reprehensible as doctors do not know what our problems are and therefore cannot ascertain our level of need 
for health services or our issues surrounding disability access. However, some doctors have taken a special interest in MCS 
and acquired expertise to assist MCS sufferers. If these doctors have not been consulted, I can have absolutely no confidence 
in the outcome of the MCS review as it will fail to properly address the issue of MCS as a disease entity and MCS sufferers will 
continue to be unable to access essential health care and other necessary services as currently is the case. 
 
The evidence is very clear. There exists a huge body of data to support the existence of MCS in spite of government efforts to 
deny its existence and industry interference to prevent recognition. Toxicology literature supports chemical sensitivity and 
chemical allergy. Sensitisation to chemicals is further defined in International and Australian occupational health and safety 
legislation. Our own Worksafe Act defines chemical sensitisation and validates the need for avoidance of chemicals once 
sensitisation has occurred www.nohsc.gov.au.  The US Government recognises MCS in various areas such as disability and 
housing. The Canadian Government operates the Nova Scotia Environmental Health Centre which is a dedicated hospital for 
investigation and treatment of environmental sensitivities www.cdha.nshealth.ca/facilities/nsehc/index.html. The 24th Report 
(2003) of the UK Royal Commission on Environmental Pollution 'Chemicals in Products', identified some 100,000 man made 
chemicals in our environment validating that we live in a chemical cocktail which is impacting on human health and the 
environment. The US Government Centers for Disease Control in their NEHAXES reports are measuring levels of chemicals in 
the human body www.cdc.gov/exposurereport and some very toxic substances are found in umbilical cord blood and breast 
milk. There is also a huge body of credible, peer reviewed, scientific data to support adverse health impacts on the population 
from chemical exposures, including MCS, which urgently need to be addressed.  
 
The MCS clinical review must be an open and transparent process and adequate consultation with MCS groups and sufferers is 
essential. This is especially relevant as government has made no effort to ascertain how many people are chemically sensitivity, 
which chemicals are involved, and the nature of the health impacts. Consultation with MCS sufferers is even more imperative as 
clinicians cannot agree. Any meeting scheduled for clinicians absolutely must include representatives of MCS support groups 
and as these are unlikely to be funded, they must be given financial assistance from the government to attend and to be 
included in the review process. 
 
Health services need to be proactive instead of reactive as there is a high financial cost of MCS to the community. Many 
sufferers are high users of health and allied care services while others have become so disabled that they are unable to work 
and support themselves. This also represents loss of human resources – especially as some are highly educated and are 
unable to work in their chosen field. They represent medical scientists, dentists, nurses, social workers and other highly 
educated professionals. 
 
I urge you to ensure that the OCS interviews all of the MCS groups in the community and a much larger number of MCS 
sufferers to ensure that the review has a fair and equitable outcome.  
 
Minister, the evidence is clear and you cannot go on denying the existence of MCS. Government has a moral responsibility to 
protect its people from chemical exposures that can cause harm and we expect you to do that, we also expect access to 
necessary health care especially as we pay taxes for service provision.   
 
Will the Minister give and undertaking that the OCS will consult with those groups that were not initially consulted and a large 
number of MCS sufferers. I should not have to wait another fifty years for access to essential medical care, other services and 
considerations. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed 

http://www.nohsc.gov.au/
http://www.cdha.nshealth.ca/facilities/nsehc/index.html
http://www.cdc.gov/exposurereport

